APPENDIX A
SOME QUESTIONS FOR INTERPRETING CONTEXT

Using the segmentation of the policy process proposed by the stages model, we propose questions to ask at each stage. The questions are prompted by the literature on political science and are relevant to this and to other models. This list is not exhaustive and may be supplemented by other questions.

	Stage
	Questions

	Agenda setting
	Problem structuring

· How is the problem framed?

· Have the importance of the problem and its impact on health been acknowledged?

· What social norms are relevant to this problem? For example, what is the “normal” unemployment rate?

· What groups benefit from the situation? What groups suffer because of it? 

· Are the impacts of the problem on population sub-groups known, particularly on vulnerable or marginalized groups? Are public policies seen as a means of action?

· Who is responsible for the problem? Is it defined as a natural phenomenon or one resulting from human activity? Is the problem the result of intentional action or is it an unintentional consequence? Is the problem thought to fall within the realm of personal responsibility and therefore not to require social intervention, such as a public policy?

What actors or coalitions of actors defend these points of view?

	Policy formulation
	Types of interventions
Are the following questions being discussed?

What solutions are available?

· What means of action are considered acceptable by the various actors? 

· What means of action are considered feasible (including with respect to costs)?

· What effects will they have on the health of the population?

· What means of action will be equitable for all social groups? 

· What means of action are considered desirable? 

· What different types of policies are being considered?

· What level of visibility and consequent political costs are associated with the various options?

Which groups are advocating for each of the formulations?

· What is their frame of reference? 

· What are their influences? 

· Their values? 

· Their support base? 

· Their strategy?

· Which groups will be affected by the adoption of the policy?

	Policy adoption
	Have decision makers chosen a direction to go in?
· Which option has been adopted? 

· What are the political, scientific, administrative, financial, etc. factors influencing the government’s choice?
In what way?


	Stage (Cont.)
	Questions (Cont.)

	Implementation
	Monitoring
Are the following questions being discussed?

· Is the adopted policy achievable? Can it be implemented? 

· Should the policy be implemented as defined? If not, why not? If so, how? 

· Are there existing organizations that could implement this policy or do new ones have to be created?

Are there sufficient resources for implementing this policy?

	Policy evaluation
	Evaluation
Are the following questions being discussed?

· Are there discrepancies between the policy’s expected and actual outcomes?

· Has the problem the policy was intended to address been reduced?

· Is the chosen method of intervention still relevant?

· How can the policy be improved, modified or phased out?


Source: Benoit, F. (2013). Theories and Models Drawn from the Field of Public Policy and Their Usefulness in Public Health: The Stages Model. Montréal, QC: National Collaborating Centre for Healthy Public Policy. Appendix 2, pp. 9-10.
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